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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

•••

Haas opens year with message of accountability
Before a standing-room-only crowd of faculty and staff members,
President Thomas J. Haas opened the academic year with a clear message about accountability and gave a "dashboard of indicators" to
measure performance that goes beyond tuition rates.
Speaking in the Performing Arts Center before the August 24 convocation ceremony, Haas told the audience that enrollment for the fall is
projected at 23,500. The largest number of students ever at Grand Valley
comes at a time, he said, when Michigan 's economy is the most unpredictable.
"This development - managed enrollment growth coupled with an
unstable state economy - presents us with challenges and opportunities," he said. "How we meet them will determine whether Grand Valley
continues to be the most desirable university in our cohort."
Haas said while he understands discussions about tuition and affordability are important components of accountability, they are not the only
factors.
"Other measures: retention and graduation rates, access, program and
research offerings, financial stewardship, economic development, and
the success of graduates are actually the best indicators of how universities perform," he said. "Unfortunately, these key indicators have been
wholly absent from the debate in Lansing. This needs to change."
The university's performance demonstrates its accountability, Haas said.

Across Campus
Thursday football game
means parking changes
The Laker football team will play St. Joseph 's
College Thursday, August 30, at Lubbers
Stadium. The 7 p.m. game means some parking changes throughout the day.
For faculty members: Lot C East will be available from 8 a.m.-noon. Lot C West will be
closed all day. At noon, Lot F East will be
reserved for faculty, including those teaching
evening classes.
For students: Lot C East is open until noon
only. Lot F West is open until noon. Incoming
students will be directed to lots farther south.
The residence lots will be available for commuters on August 30 only. Students can park
in a residence lot and they will not be ticketed.
That evening, Lots 0, R, GVA and J will be
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President Thomas J. Haas addresses faculty and staff August 24 in the
Performing Arts Center. His speech preceded the convocation ceremony in the Fieldhouse.

Among the statistics he relayed were the following:
• 97 percent of Grand Valley graduates are working or enrolled in
graduate school;

see 'Convocation' on page 3

···--------------------------

available; off-campus buses will run from
these lots to Kirkhof Center.
Fans can park and ride free shuttle buses from
Allendale High School or Pew Grand Rapids
Campus. Twice as many buses will run on
these routes from 5-11 p.m.

Work Life Web site
changes addresses
The Work Life Connections Web site can now
be found at www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness (the
previous site was www.gvsu.edu/worklife).
Visitors will find information about benefits,
worklife issues and wellness. Faculty and staff
members who wish to participate in the Live
and Learn Brown Bag Series and other workshops can also register via the Web site.

Grand Valley again ranked
by publication, company
For the second time in a row, Grand Valley
has been chosen as one of "America's Best
Colleges" by a national magazine and one of
the best values by the Princeton Review.

U.S. News and World Report selected Grand
Valley as one of the top 15 public universities
in the Midwest for its master 's programs, moving up to eighth place from ninth last year.
Grand Valley also placed 44th of 69 Midwest
public and private universities ranked for its
master 's programs. The university was scored
in several areas including freshman retention,
average graduation rate, class size and studentto-faculty ratio.

continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

class of ELS graduates to enroll at once.

The Princeton Review named Grand Valley as one of the best colleges
in the Midwest and one of the best value colleges nationwide in its 2008
annual college rankings. The Princeton Review is a New York City-based
company known for its test-prep courses, education services, and books.

Jie Zhang, from China, has a bachelor 's degree in music from a Chinese
university. She said six months of language classes have helped her writing and research skills, necessary for her plans to be admitted to Grand
Valley's nursing program.

The rankings are based on a survey that asked 120,000 students at 366 top
colleges to rate their schools in dozens of categories and report on their
campus experiences. The survey asks students 80 questions about their
school's academics, administration, campus life, student body, and themselves. Tallies for this edition's rankings are based on surveys of about
325 per campus at the 366 schools.

ELS has more than 80 centers worldwide. The company was established
in 1961 to teach English skills to non-English speakers. Grand Valley
formed a partnership with ELS in 2004; since then 25 program graduates
have matriculated to GVSU.

Lending a hand

Ranking lists reporting the top 20 colleges in more than 50 categories are
in the new 2008 edition of the Review 's annual college guide Best 366
Colleges, which is on sale now.

ELS students enroll at Grand Valley
Among the 120 international students enrolled
for the fall semester are
eight who have already
been on campus for
about six months.
They are graduates of the
ELS Language Center,
housed in the CookPhoto by Courtney Newbauer DeVos Center for Health
Kate Stoetzner; director of international stu- Sciences on Michigan
dent services, at left, stands with four ELS Street, and have matricugraduates who are now enrolled at Grand lated to Grand Valley.
Valley.
They are also the largest

Photo by Courtney Newbauer

President Thomas J. Haas and Marcia Haas carry luggage
and other items for a student on August 22, one of the
Freshman Move-In days. They joined hundreds of Grand
Valley faculty and staff members and student groups who
pitched in to welcome new students to the university.

•••
FORUM
Volume 32, Number 5
The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office. The submission deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221.
Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum.

GVFaces
Ed Kerestly
Director of Financial Aid
When Ed Kerestly is not working as the new director of financial aid, he enjoys spending time with his
wife and three children, participating at his church
and watching sports he loves, like soccer and basketball.
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But when he steps into his office, his prior experience comes out to shine.
Kerestly has been a residence hall director and
worked in student life, admissions, and as director
of financial aid, in his previous jobs at Calvin and
Cornerstone colleges.
"I was open to a number of opportunities, but found
work in financial aid to be very fulfilling," he said.
"You work with numbers, but you also work with
people. It's a nice mix. Those skills, serving the customer, are sometimes overlooked. That's what keeps
me going in it. I can help students pursue their goals
and go to college. That's exciting and fulfilling, and
lives up to the goals of the colleges I work for."
Kerestly said the mantra he has developed as a philosophy is to provide families with the information
they need when they need it to make an informed
decision, and then provide them with the tools to
take action.

for the university community. Visit its Web
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.
Grand Valley State University is an
affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.

"It's an environment of constant change," he said.
"We need to deal with and communicate those
changes to families. How do we help them get the

funds they need to
come to college?
Helping them look
at the situation with
fresh eyes is what I
can contribute."
Kerestly said the
biggest challenge is
the cost of education
for students is growing, and federal and
Ed Kerestly
state funding has not
kept pace. "So the challenge is working with limited
resources to help students," he said. "There aren't
enough dollars to go around; that's nothing new, but
demand has grown."
Kerestly said when he worked as director of financial aid at Cornerstone, he had very little experience,
but he did have a list of names to call if he needed
help. One of those names was Ken Fridsma, who
retired in the spring after 39 years as Grand Valley's
financial aid director.
Kerestly said he has some big shoes to fill, but at
Grand Valley, he feels like he is coming into an
office that has served the campus well for years.
"It can be a bit daunting, but I can adjust to it and
make it my own," he said. "We all have a common
goal of wanting to help students. If you are willing
to help and you want to work hard, you came to the
right place. That's why I think I'll fit in well here."
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What·s Ahead
The exhibition will be on display through
September 21.

'Echo' exhibit recalls
artists' influences

UClub to host Welcome
Back Picnic

Within the rather intimate world of printmaking, fellow artists are often a significant source
of inspiration. An exhibition at Grand Valley,
"Line/Edge/Influence: Works on Paper by Bill
Hosterman and Friends," will focus on prints
by international artists that illustrate their influences.

The University Club will host a Welcome Back
Picnic on Friday, September 7, in the De Vos
Center courtyard. The event coincides with
Celebration on the Grand fireworks.

The collection is extensive in number and
geographical reach. The 18 artists represented
hail from locations as diverse as Anchorage,
Alaska, to Zayed University of the United Arab
Emirates.

The picnic is scheduled from 6-9 p.m. with steel
drum music by Edwin Joseph. Cost for UClub
members is $5 per person, children under 12
free; cost for non-members is $15 per person,
children under 12 free.

An opening reception with Hosterman is

RSVP by September 4 by sending an e-mail to
Kim Schmidt at schrnidtk@gvsu.edu.

planned for Thursday, September 6, from
5-7 p.m. in the GVSU Art Gallery, in the
Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus.
Hosterman, printmaker and assistant professor of art and design, organized the exhibition
after creating the ECHO Portfolio, which will
be donated to the university's permanent collection at the end of the exhibit. This portfolio is
comprised of three tiers of artists. He began by
inviting five artists whose work has influenced
him to comprise the first tier of the portfolio.
Each of the artists then invited another artist
to participate, forming the second tier of the
portfolio. The six artists in the second tier completed the portfolio by inviting six more artists
to join.
"The prints in the portfolio were created in a
variety of sizes to physically represent the concept of an echo," said Hosterman. "Each image
is a representation of some aspect of the artist,
and visually plays off the other images in the
portfolio."

'Line/Edge/Influence' will remain on exhibit at
the Art Gallery through September 21.

The works were created independently yet a
remarkable echo of style is recognizable in
many of the pieces. For example, Hosterman 's
piece, "Exchange," is a swirling mass of colorful lines merged with block shapes of various
sizes and colors. He invited artist Tanja Softic,
who was born in Sarajevo and is a professor of
art at the University of Richmond in Virginia, to
participate.
Softic, in tum , asked Ilgim Veryeri-Alaca, who
was born in Istanbul, to participate. Softic said
Veryeri-Alaca has a masterful handling of the
traditional media coupled with modem poetic
sensibility that make her prints and drawings
aesthetically and intellectually satisfying upon
closer reading.

Volunteers needed for
United Way Day of Caring
Grand Valley's United Way Campaign, with
coordination from the Women's Center, is
seeking student, faculty and staff volunteers to
participate in the United Way Day of Caring on
September 11.
Two work sites and times are available: plant
flower bulbs with preschoolers at Marywood
Academy on East Fulton Street from 9 a.m.1:30 p.m. (lunch included); or facilitate handson activities for children at the Head Start in
Walker from 2:30-5 p.m. Transportation will
be arranged from the Allendale Campus to the
morning session.
Register for either session by calling Ashley
Nickels at x12748 or sending an e-mail to
womenctr@gvsu.edu. RSVP by September 7.

···-------------------------Convocation speakers emphasize community, accountability
continued from page I
• 88 percent of working graduates are
employed in Michigan;
• The freshman-to-sophomore retention rate
is third best in the state.
"Student success is job one. We must and will
be accountable, and those who support us can
be confident that the benefit to our state and
region will increase every year," he said.
Haas concluded his 30-minute opening address
with five imperatives to bolster student learning for the upcoming year: embrace diversity,
broaden the base for financial support, manage
enrollment, continue facilities master planning
and human resources planning.
Speaking to new students at convocation,
Haas continued his messaging and told the
Fieldhouse audience that Grand Valley delivers
on its promises.
"We promised you a caring faculty when we
recruited you to Grand Valley and that is exactly
what you will find," he said. "You will also find
that these teachers are also researchers involved
in active scholarship and mentors involved in
the larger community."

Photos by Courtney Newbauer

Above, Provost Gayle R. Davis applaudes
during the convocation ceremony. At
right, the University Arts Chorale performs.

He was joined in addressing the convocation
audience by Provost Gayle R. Davis, Chair of
University Academic Senate Rob Franciosi
and Student Senate President Frank Foster.
Franciosi, professor of English, encouraged
students to embrace their new surroundings and
broaden their horizons.
"Culture does manifest itself to some extent
on our surfaces," he said. "Why else are we on
stage wearing these outfits, except as gestures
toward our academic history and culture. Part
of intellectual maturity, however, is learning to
engage external surfaces as much as possible
from the inside. The only way to do that, to my

mind, is first to plumb the depths of who you
are - and where you are."
Foster advised new students to participate in
student clubs and organizations and enjoy being
part of a community.
The faculty awards that are traditionally given
at convocation will be presented during a
February ceremony.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 201 KC. Call
x12204 for more information.

Fri., Aug. 31

Noon-6 p.m.: Blood Drive. 250 KC. Call x12345
for more information.

11:30 a.m.: Padnos International Center hosts
Fulbright Scholarship information program.
201 KC. Call x13898 for more information.

Thurs., Aug. 30-Sept. 2

Sports

All day: Tulipanes: Latino Art & Film Festival.
Holland venues. Call xl3898 for more information.

Thurs., Aug. 30

Through Sept. 21
Gallery Hours: "Line/Edge/Influence: Works on
Paper by Bill Hosterman and Friends." 1121
PAC. Call x12564 for more information.

Wed., Aug. 29
11 a.m.-1 p.m.: Volunteer and Internship Fair.
HRY Atrium. Call x12468 for more information.

7 p.m.: Football hosts St. Joseph's College.

Thurs., Aug. 30
7:30a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. UClub
Room, DEV. Call xl7337 for information.

---------------------------•••--------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches

In the News
Edward Aboufadel, professor of mathematics,
was interviewed by WOOD-TV Channel 8 for a
story about the volatility in gasoline prices in the
Midwest.
Steve Glass, associate dean of the College of
Interdisciplinary Studies, was interviewed by
WZZM-TV Channel 13 for its "Healthy You"
show.

poems in the Gettysburg Review, published by
Gettysburg College.

cators sponsored by the Great Lakes Centers for
Ocean Sciences Education Excellence.

Kathy Ransom, security manager for Pew
Campus and Regional Centers, completed the
Michigan State Police Leadership Development
Program in Lansing.

Mark Moes, associate professor of philosophy,
will participate on a plenary panel at the opening of the Fourth International Conference on
Ancient and Medieval Philosophy at Fordham
University in New York City. His presentation is "Plato's Craft Analogy in Timaeus and
Statesman: Anticipations of Maimonides and
Aquinas."

Danielle R. Wiese, assistant professor of communications, served as the volunteer curriculum director for the Chicago Debate Summer
Institute that hosted more than 150 urban high
school students from the Chicago-land area.

Sketches
Feryal Alayont, assistant professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, "Using an InquiryBased Approach to Improve Student Proofs," at
the annual summer meeting of the Mathematical
Association of America in San Jose, California.
Valerie Rhodes-Sorrelle, buying specialist,
wrote an article, "Being Socially Responsible:
What Is Your Campus Doing? What Are You
Doing?" published in Educational Procurement.
Patricia Clark, professor of writing, wrote three

John Schuster-Craig, professor of music, gave
presentations, "The Reverse Recapitulation
in Bartok's Sonata Form Movements," at the
American Hungarian Educators Association
annual meeting at St. John's University in New
York; and "The Inverted Recapitulation with
Mediant Key Relations," at the International
Musicological Society meeting in Zurich,
Switzerland.
Bopi Biddanda, research scientist at Annis
Water Resources Institute, gave a presentation at
the Lake Huron Exploration Workshop for edu-

Biology faculty members Michael P. Lombardo
and Patrick A. Thorpe gave a presentation, "Breeding Experience and Reproductive
Performance in Tree Swallows," at the American
Ornithologists' Union annual meeting in at the
University of Wyoming.

Teresa Castelao-Lawless, professor of philosophy, published a book review, " Samuel Fisher,
Pierre Gassendi 's Philosophy and Science:
Atornism for Empiricists," in the History of
Science Journal Isis.

